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The Countless exceptions to any and every
rule, the undoubted prowess of English scholars
and statesmen, and the maintenance of an un-
commonly high average tone in matter, manner
and mcttfod of the English newspapers and peri-
odical^ prove fairly enough that, though the
English nation is not a nation of readers, there
must be a percentage, by no means small, who
demand and who succeed in getting a high class
of reading for their daily consumption.

On the other hand, it is equally fair to say that
the 38,000,000 inhabitants of a small island, who
offer next to no facilities for the higher education
of the poorer classes, who have over a million
paupers, over a million and a half of domestic
servants, three million out-of-door laborers, two
million and a half working in mills, factories and
shops, and who yet have conquered and rule a
population in partibus outnumbering them twelve
to one, cannot be spoken of as a nation of readers,
students, thinkers.

In short, the great bulk of the English people
read nothing, literally nothing; he who knows
something of rural England will agree to this;
the casual and occasional reader reads, as we
have shown, fiction* biography, history, travels
and no small amount of theology in a diluted
form; the large middle class read and trust their